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before the outbreak of hostilities. To put the difficulty in a concrete form,
it means that, according to the reference, it is not enough that an Indian
was trading, say, in the month of June 1899 and left the Transvaal owing
to the prospect of war, but he should also prove that he was actually en-
gaged in trade on the llth of October, 1899. -And if the terms arc strictly
adhered to, hundreds of claimants would be simply brushed aside.

We have mentioned these difficulties in order to shew the expensive
nature of the work before the British Indians.

The test case is to be heard before the Supreme Court very shortly.
If the result is favourable to the Indian community, the Indian traders
need not go to the expense of filing their claims at all. But they are on the
horns of a dilemma. It is not certain when the case will be heard. The
Commissioners have fixed the 15th of this month as the irrevocable date
before which the claims are to be filed. The British Indian Association,
we understand, have approached the Commissioners for an adjournment.
The request seems to us to be extremely reasonable. On the other hand,
the Commissioners have a duty to perform; they must report to the Lieute-
nant-Governor with all dispatch. The appointment of the Commission
was made before the test case was brought, and unless His Excellency the
Lieutenant-Governor authorises the Government to postpone their delibe-
rations until the case is decided, we can quite understand that the Commis-
sioners would lincl themselves in an awkward predicament in deciding
upon the request for an adjournment. Yet it would be simply cruel to expect
the Indian traders to file their claims when they have every hope of avoiding
the inconvenience and the expense attendant thereupon iu view of the
test case. It is, therefore, to be trusted that the Commissioners will be
able to cut the Gordian knot and do justice to the Indians consistently
with the duty imposed upon them by His Excellency the Licutcntant-
Govcrnor.

Indian Opinion, 10-3-1904

114. LOGICAL
We have already dealt with the action of the Municipal Conference1
at Johannesburg with reference to Mr. Constable's proposal that all Asiatic
traders should be removed to Locations, subject to compensation being
paid only to those who held licenses to trade outside Bazaars or Locations
before war. Our contemporary, the-South African'Guardian, has a very reason*
able article on it the logic of which is irresistible* The Guardian rightly states
that, if there is to be an invasion from China in the shape of slaves, there
could be no ground for harassing a handful of British Indian traders, and
the argument receives very great force from the fact that Boksburg, on
behalf of which Mr. Constable spoke, has decided in favour of the Chinese
1 Vide "The Municipal Conference and Indian Traders", 25-24904*